






































the Minnesota Senate in 1934 and served until 1958. His life cen
tered in St. Paul, where he was born on June 9, 1887, and where
he was successful in business and active in all kinds of civic activity.
Among his associations were the Catholic Order of Foresters, Cath
olic Aid Association, Unidale Commercial Club, and St. Agnes
Men's Club, all of which he served as president at one time or
another. His acquaintance was wide and he enjoyed the high esteem
of his fellow citizens.

Minnesota felt and continues to feel the influence of Bill Novak's
strength and conviction in every field of government activity.

The state's record of progress by law ranges below no other;
in any account of legislative achievement his name has a foremost
place. Perhaps, however, if measurement in such things can be
made, his influence would appear most profound in the field of
the local government of St. Paul and Ramsey County, which he
understood so well, and in the field of public welfare. In the lat
ter especially his humaneness most often compelled the attention
of his imaginative intelligence and the direction of his tireless
energy. The first old age assistance act was in great measure the
product of his effort for he spent almost a summer preparing it
for introduction. His efforts in this field were never gauged by
political advantage, though he was aware of political advantage,
nor by soft compassion, though compassion he had in abundance.
He had religious conviction, self-discipline, and righteousness. His
life was governed by these characteristics though never by intol
erance or narrow-mindedness. He believed that the strength of
society depends on the self-reliance and dignity and pride of its
members. Principle ruled all that he did in his many-sided activity;
he did not compromise for less, but carried his fights manfully
to generous victory or gracefully accepted defeat.

This man of vast courage left this world during our last session
-on February 27, 1963, to be exact. Most of us here today knew
him; and all who did revered him and loved him. All can recite
incidents of his career which proved the greatness of his character.
It is not necessary to do so at the moment. Better if we say simply
that his departure is deeply sorrowed among us. We acknowledge
with pride-knowing that it could not be said more truly about
anyone-that we in our state are richer for the lifetime of unselfish
service he gave us.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Otter Tail, Mr. Ukkelberg, who offered the following tribute and
addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

It is my privilege to rise and speak in memory of Senator Ole
Sageng.

Ole O. Sageng, pioneer legislator and a resident of the Dalton
Community, Otter Tail County, since 1878, passed away on March
30, 1963, at the Broen Memorial Home. He had been a resident
there for two years previous to his death. He was born in Norway,
Dec. 1, 1871, and came to Dalton at the age of 17. He graduated
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from the Fergus Falls High School and attended Augsburg College.
He taught rural schools in Otter Tail County. He was married to
Carrie Branvold at the Lutheran Church of Dalton June 15, 1904.
They observed their golden wedding in 1954..

Mr. Sageng was first elected to the House of Representatives in
1900 and was elected to the State Senate in 1906. He served until
his voluntary retirement in 1921. He was re-elected to the Senate
in 1950 and served one term. He served as Speaker Pro Tem of the
Senate in the 1921 Session. He was the chief author of the bill that
gave women the right to vote.

Mr. Sageng was chairman of the Rural Credit Board from 1925
to 1931. He was the last surviving active member of the "Last Man
Club", an organization of the 1931 Session of the Minnesota Senate
which held reunions for many years.

For twenty years, Mr. Sageng served as a member of the Board
of Trustees of Augsburg College.

He prided himself on being a friend of the man on the street,
the man in the shop, and the man on the farm. He is remembered
as being a great and good man by all who knew him.

Funeral services were held in the Lutheran Church of Dalton.

He is survived by six daughters, Mrs. Howard Burton, St. Paul,
Mrs. Henry Jacobsen, Minneapolis, Mrs. R. W. Lunnis, Minne
apolis, Mrs. John Ehlers, Barrett, Minn., Miss Mathilda Sageng,
Hutchinson, Minn., Mrs. Harry Berger, Dalton; and one son, Karl
Sageng, Dalton. A niece, Miss Laura Kvernstoen, Minneapolis, is
employed in the office of the State Treasurer.

It was my personal privilege to be acquainted with Mr. Sageng
and I always considered him a fine man, a great public spirited
citizen, and a fine and honorable legislator.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Wright, Mr. Swenson, who offered the following tribute and ad
dressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

I am honored at this time to be extended the privilege on this
occasion to pay tribute to the memory of the honorable Henry
Spindler, a former member of this body, who passed away on
March 17, 1964, at Buffalo, Minnesota, at the age of 92 years. He
was elected to the House of Representatives in 1921, 1923, 1925
and 1927; and elected to the Senate in 1928 and 1930.

Mr. Spindler was born in Waconia, Minnesota, on December 5,
1871. He was graduated from the Law Department, University of
Minnesota in 1898. He was married to Emma Wolff, who preceded
him in death in 1942.

After his graduation he practiced law in Glencoe and Annandale.
In 1907 he was elected Judge of Probate in Wright County serving
in that capacity for 10 years. After he left that office he remained
as a practicing attorney in Buffalo being active as an attorney until
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a few days before his death. He was the oldest practicing attorney
in Wright County.

Mr. Spindler's activities and contributions to his state and com
munity were many.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Morrison and Crow Wing, Mr. Rosenmeier, who offered the fol
lowing tribute and addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

Hilding Alfred Swanson served as a member of this body in the
sessions of 1919 and 1921, representing 53rd District, which was
then, as it is now, Crow Wing and Morrison Counties. It was a
short term but a distinguished one and only a small part of his
many years of civic leadership in many capacities. Mr. Swanson
was born at Stenshult, Smoland, Sweden, on June 30, 1885. With
his family he came to the United States in 1888 and went to
Brainerd, Minnesota, where he was employed during his youth.
His formal education was in Brainerd, at Valparaiso University,
and Yale University. His degrees were Bachelor of Science, Bache
lor of Arts, Bachelor of Laws. At college and university he was
actively engaged in athletics and gained renown.

In 1919 Mr. Swanson married Alice Marie Elmgren and in that
year he started his long career as a lawyer in Brainerd, which
took him into state and federal courts everywhere in the state.
His ability was recognized and though he was vigorous and devoted
to the causes he advocated, his demeanor at the bar of the courts
was always respectful but in good humor regardless of the seri
ousness of the issue.

Mr. Swanson was an outdoorsman and interested in athletics
all of his life.

This many-sided man-fondly accepted by his community for
the true individual he was-lost his wife in December of 1963 and
soon thereafter, on March 29 of last year, he joined her, adding
another name to the lengthening roster of those who served this
state in this chamber. We pay him sincere tribute in this ceremony.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
LeSueur and Scott, Mr. McGuire, who offered the following tribute
and addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

I am privileged today to honor the memory of one of my pred
ecessors in this body, the late Senator John H. Traxler.

Senator Traxler was born September 20, 1875. He lived a long
and fruitful life, having reached the age of 88 at the time of his
death on August 20, 1963.

John Traxler was married to Johanna Reintjes in 1896. This
marriage was blessed with six children, four of whom survive their
father, namely, Florentine J. Traxler and George Traxler both
of LeCenter, Bert Traxler of Shakopee and Alice (Mrs. Eugene)
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Vols of Janesville; and two deceased children, Mrs. R. J. Wondra
and Mary Ann Traxler.

Senator Traxler received his education in rural schools in Le
Sueur County and at St. John's University. He selected farming
as his life's work and lived most of his adult years on his farm
2% miles east of LeCenter.

Senator Traxler devoted much of his lifetime effort to public
service and to aid his family, his friends and neighbors, and his
community. He served as sheriff of LeSueur County from 1904 to
1910 and was a member of the Minnesota State Senate from 1928
to 1932.

Senator John Traxler was one of the pioneers of our area. His
contributions to his community and his state have been numerous.
He served ably and well as a member of this body and will long
be remembered in his home community as one of its leaders.

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Mower and Dodge, Mr. Holand, who offered the following tribute
and addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

The late Honorable Werner E. Wuertz, son of the late Mr. and
Mrs. J. N. Wuertz, was born the 8th day of October, 1904, in Walt
ham Township, Mower county. He passed away on March 26,
1964, after a lingering illness, at the age of 59.

He was a life long member of Trinity Lutheran Church at Walt
ham, Minnesota. He served his church as Chairman of the Congre
gation, as Elder, Trustee, Treasurer, Sunday School and Bible
Class teacher and Zone President of the Lutheran Laymen League.
He also served on the Board of Directors of the Minnesota District
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for 15 years.

Senator Wuertz received his education at Trinity Lutheran
Parochial School and Public School District No. 93 in Waltham
Township.

He was united in marriage to Miss Laura Jackel on August 31,
1927, at Claremont, Minnesota. This marriage was blessed with
four children, two of whom preceded him in death.

Senator Wuertz owned and operated a farm near Waltham,
Minnesota until the time of his death.

Senator Wuertz was a well known community leader in Mower
county and was always interested in promoting the welfare of the
people of that area. He served on the Township Board for eight
years, the Creamery Board for six years and the A.A.A. Board.

Mr. Wuertz was elected Minnesota State Senator from the 5th
District, Mower and Dodge counties, in 1946 and served in the
sessions of 1947 and 1949. He was elected Mower County Commis
sioner in 1960 and served this office until the time of his death.

Senator Wuertz attended legislative sessions on numerous oc
casions since leaving the State Senate. He always had a high regard
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for the members of the Senate and the accomplishments of each
session.

Surviving are his wife, Laura, one son, Duane, and daughter-in
law, Carol, of Richville, Michigan; one daughter, Mrs. Clifford
Huxhaus (Barbara) and son-in-law, Clifford Huxhaus, of Winona,
Minnesota; three grandchildren, Holly Ann and Wendy Joy Wuertz
and Jonathan A. Huxhaus. Mr. Wuertz is also survived by a broth
er, Adolph, of Rochester; two sisters, Mrs. Marie Torke, of Austin,
and Mrs. Wollenburg of Long Prairie.

Funeral services were held in Trinity Lutheran church in Austin.

Mr. McKnight moved that the memorials and personal tributes
as presented and read, be approved and spread upon the pages of
the Journal of the Senate. Which motion prevailed.

Mr. McKnight moved that the Secretary of the Senate be, and
he is hereby instructed to send enrolled copies of the memorials and
personal tributes, as presented and read, to the widows of deceased
Senators or their next of kin. Which motion prevailed.

Mr. McKnight moved as a further tribute to the memory of
these former Senators that the Senate do now adjourn until 10:00
a.m., tomorrow. Which motion prevailed.

H. Y. Torrey, Secretary of the Senate
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